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HUSBAY  NEWSLETER 
MARCH 2021 

  ATHEISTS AND HUMANISTS FACE DISCRIMI-
NATION ACROSS THE WORLD, REPORT FINDS 

From The Guardian 
Atheists and humanists are facing discrimination 
and persecution in some countries because of 
their beliefs and values, according to a new re-
port. 
 
Non-religious people in Colombia, India, Indone-
sia, Malaysia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines and 
Sri Lanka are often ostracized, and some wom-
en are forced into marriages, says Humanists At 
Risk: Action Report 2020, published on Thurs-
day by Humanists International.  Evidence is 
growing that humanist and atheist activists are 
being targeted on the basis of their rejection of a 
majority religion or their promotion of human 
rights, democratic values and critical thinking, it 
says. 
 
Mubarak Bala, president of the Humanist Asso-
ciation of Nigeria, was last month arrested after 
being accused of blasphemy, which carries the 
death penalty. Bala, the son of a widely regard-
ed Islamic scholar, has been an outspoken reli-
gious critic in a staunchly conservative region of 
the country. 

“To speak out and say you’re an atheist or hu-
manist in Nigeria can be dangerous, but Bala is 
very passionate about creating a space for 
those who do not subscribe to Islam or religion,” 
said Leo Igwe, a fellow Nigerian humanist and 
human rights advocate. 

A range of tactics is used against humanists, 
atheists and non-religious people, says the re-
port, which was funded by the UK Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office. They include the crimi-
nalization of blasphemy and apostasy, impunity 
for attacks, social isolation and discrimination. 
 

The report is largely based on testimony from 76 
people in the eight countries surveyed. One Ma-
laysian respondent said: “Humanists and non-
religious people are regularly attacked by zeal-
ous Muslims.” Another said people who ex-
pressed a lack of religious belief were “shunned 
and frowned upon”.  
 
In Pakistan, the legal environment was “notably 
repressive; it has brutal blasphemy laws, sys-
temic and legislative religious discrimination and 
often allows vigilante violence on religious 
grounds to occur with impunity”, according to 
the report.  
 
One respondent said: “To be a humanist … [in 
Pakistan] you must have courage to lose every-
thing.” 
An issue of concern was “the practice of forced 
conversions in Pakistan. Girls and women from 
minority belief groups are often forced to marry 
into Muslim families,” the report says. 
 
It cites the case of Fauzia Ilyas, founder of the 
Atheist and Agnostic Alliance Pakistan, whose 
ex-husband, a devout Muslim, was granted cus-
tody of their daughter “apparently on the basis 
of Fauzia having left Islam”. After a court in La-
hore issued a warrant for Ilyas’s arrest in 2015, 
she fled to the Netherlands where she is seek-
ing asylum. 

Gary McLelland, the chief executive of Human-
ists International, said: “This report shines a light 
on the targeted violence, continued harassment 
and social discrimination faced by humanists in 
many countries and opens the door to conversa-
tions on how best to protect humanists world-
wide. What is clear is that all laws and policies 
which criminalise ‘blasphemy’ should be re-
pealed.” 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/01/fears-for-nigerian-humanist-held-for-blasphemy-in-sharia-law-state
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/01/fears-for-nigerian-humanist-held-for-blasphemy-in-sharia-law-state
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/nov/01/asia-bibi-anti-blasphemy-protests-spread-across-pakistan
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A Spring Haiku 
 

the task before me: 
to conjure a spring haiku 
but first, noun or verb? 

 
daffodils, yardwork 

beckon thawed snowbirds northward 
it’s been fun, see ya 

 
we’re now rebounding 

Covid’s winter of despair 
hope springs eternal 

 
metaphors spring up: 

like when starting something new, 
like this newsletter 

 
thanks for your patience 

I’ll spring into action, now 
and start writing this 

 
Composed for the March 2021 issue of the HUSBAY Newsletter – 

by member Dan Dana, HUSBAY’s Haiku Laureate – 
www.dandana.us/fivepalms/  

Annual Darwin Day Meeting 

Our annual Darwin Day Meeting was held on 
Wednesday, February 12th at 1:15PM via 
Zoom.  In attendance were thirty five of our 
members (see screen shot below). 

It began with an introduction by our president, 
Dave Helgager and was followed by a very in-
teresting trivia quiz hosted by Meigs Glidewell.  
Meigs had quite a few questions, some obvious 
and some esoteric, but it was  surprising how 
many answers were  known by the group. 

This was followed by a performance of the 
HUSBAY Players of  a play about Charles Dar-
win’s life written by Betty Robinson and enact-
ed by Betty, David Coe and Bob La Salle.  In-
terspersed in the play were several Haiku po-
ems written and read by our own Dan Dana 

Following the play there was a lively discussion 
of observations of Darwin, his life, eccentrici-
ties, and other interesting thoughts. 

The meeting broke up at 2:30 with the agree-
ment that a fine time was had by all. 
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Special Interest Groups 
Here is a list of Special Interest Groups (If you have an idea for one, please let us know). 

SIG Names                                                            Focus of the Group 

Current Affairs (CAF):                                    Events discussed during the current news cycle 

Life’s Experiences (LEX):                              Your memorable experiences to share with the group  

Non-Fiction Review (NFR):                          Reviews of non-fiction books, magazine articles, films and TV 

Creativity (CRE):   Includes short stories, poetry, blogs; in other words fiction writing (including re 
     views) as opposed to non-fiction review.  

Roundtable (RT):                                             A discussion of a topic selected by the SIG hosts 

Science Technology & Medicine (STM):  What have you learned, and would like to share 
 

Here is a list of upcoming meetings (Always on a Wednesday) 
SIG       Week of the Month       Next Date       Presenter              Topic 

CAF      Usually the 4th Wed.      Feb. 27             Barry Zack              Based on the news cycle 

LEX      Usually the 5th Wed.      Not Set             To be decided 

NFR      Not Set                               Feb. 3                Susan Dana             Appolo’s Arrow (about COVID) 

RT         Usually the 3rd Wed.     Feb. 20 

STM      Not Set     

CRE      Not Set 

Check our website for specific information by clicking on the SIG link above  

Monthly Meetings 
March 1, Billy Weatherington will speak on criminal justice at 1:30PM. Punishment and Redemp-
tion: Downsizing the American Gulag .The link will be sent via email on the day.  
 
April  5 :  Doreen Dupont MD with the Al Gore Climate Reality presentation.  Check out her bio 
HERE. 
 
Summer lectures to be determined.   
 
All meetings start at 1:30.  Link to Zoom meeting will be provided the day of meeting.  
 
Board meeting March 11, 1:30 (Members contact Dave Helgager for link to attend Board meeting)  
 

We need members to step up and help us develop programs for our SIG (Special Interest Group) 
meetings!  Do you have a story to tell?  A book to review?  A rant?  Do you have a career experi-
ence or hobby to share? A talk about a technology you like?  A topic you would like covered? (We 
can find a speaker.) Have you written a book?   We need to start scheduling in May ASAP!  
Please respond to Dave Helgager at dbhelgager@comcast.net or   
Barry Zack at  barryzed@gmail.com 

https://www.sarasotavotes.com/CandidateBiography.aspx?eid=140&oid=46&cid=833
mailto:dbhelgager@comcast.net
mailto:barryzed@gmail.com
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WHAT IS THE FREEDOM FROM  RELIGION 
FOUNDATION 

 
The Freedom From Religion Founda-
tion (FFRF) is an American non-profit organiza-
tion, which advocates for atheists, agnostics, 
and non-theists. Formed in 1976, FFRF pro-
motes the separation of church and state, and 
challenges the legitimacy of many federal and 
state programs that are faith-based. It supports 
groups such as nonreligious students and cler-
gy who want to leave their faith.  
 
The FFRF was co-founded by Anne Nicol Gay-
lor and her daughter, Annie Laurie Gaylor, in 
1976 and was incorporated nationally on April 
15, 1978. The organization was supported by 
over 19,000 members in 2012 and operated 
from an 1855-era building in Madison, Wiscon-
sin, that once served as a church rectory. 
 
In March 2011, FFRF, along with the Richard 
Dawkins Foundation for Reason and Science, 
began The Clergy Project, a confidential on-line 
community that supports clergy as they leave 
their faith.[ In 2012, it gave its first Freedom 
From Religion Foundation and Clergy Project 
"Hardship Grant" to Jerry DeWitt, a former pas-
tor who left the ministry to join the atheist move-
ment. 

 
FFRF provides financial support to the Secular 
Student Alliance, an organization that has affili-
ate groups for nonreligious students on college 
campuses. 
 
In 2015, FFRF announced Nonbelief Relief, a 
related organization that obtained and later 
gave up its federal tax-exempt status. Nonbelief 
Relief was unsuccessful in a lawsuit against the 
IRS because it lacked standing to challenge the 
Form 990 exemption that applies to church-
es. Nonbelief Relief is a humanitarian agency 
for atheists, agnostics, freethinkers, and their 
supporters. Nonbelief Relief was created by the 
executive board of FFRF to remediate condi-
tions of human suffering and injustice on a 
global scale, whether the result of natural disas-
ters, human actions or adherence to religious 
dogma. 
 
More information can be found at www.ffrf.org 

HUSBAY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

David Helgager, President 
Barry Zack, Vice President 
Holly Downing, Treasurer 
Sandi Zellick, Secretary 

Paul Jacques, Bob La Salle, Gale Mid-
wood, At Large 

Noel Smith, President Emeritus 

This is Vol 2 Issue 2 of the HUSBAY 
Newsletter edited by Bob La Salle.  

 It is published monthly and delivered by 
email to our members. If you have any-
thing you would like published herein, 

please send it to: 
husbaynewsletter@gmail.com 
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